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Welcome to the Garden Club of Stuart’s 
2026 Secret Gardens Tour 

Grand Gardens& Classic Cars 
 

This biennial event showcasing four beautiful gardens reflects a quality and 
uniqueness that will both amaze and inspire you.  Many plants will be recognizable, 
while some are exotic.  Every plant shows the love and dedication that is the 
backbone of each garden.  Each estate has a different feel and attraction that will 

be a statement by the owner, hence the 
unique names of each garden.  I guarantee 
you will come away with a feeling of awe, 
peace and serenity from being part of such 
beauty. Hopefully you will learn new 
techniques in gardening and leave with a 
renewed dedication to your own gardens.  
Everyone touring these gardens is doing so 
because of their inherent love of nature and 
gardening.  It is a gift that has been given to 
us, and we should savor it every day. 

This year there is the added attraction of 
classic cars, which are also beautiful in their 
perfection. It is hoped they will be a welcome 
addition to your day of surprises.  Enjoy the 
Plein Air painters as you view their creativity 
in capturing the essence of the landscapes, 
and ask questions of the Master Gardeners 
present at all gardens. 

The Garden Club of Stuart thanks you for your participation today.  Your ticket gives 
you access to these beautiful gardens and enables us to honor our commitments 
to the community.  Through planting and maintaining local public gardens, which 
includes a Blue Star Marker at Veterans Memorial Park, and Memory Lane at 
Audubon’s Possum Long Nature Center, we foster education through our 
workshops, programs, projects, and student scholarships. 

Enjoy your tour today. I hope these Grand Gardens & Classic Cars provide a place 
of peace and fellowship to all who visit. 

                Mary Neal, President 
                The Garden Club of Stuart, Inc. 

Facebook: www.facebook.com/thegardenclubofstuart 
Website: www.gardenclubofstuart.org 

 

Join us for fun and educational meetings at Indian River State College, Chastain Campus, 
the second Monday of each month, October through March, 9:30am-12:00pm. 

A copy of the official registration and financial information of The Garden Club of Stuart, Inc., CH62415, may be obtained from the Florida Division of 
Consumer Services or by calling toll-free 800-435-7352.  Registration does not imply endorsement, approval or recommendation by the state. 
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Garden Etiquette 
To make your tour more enjoyable, please observe the following 
guidelines for viewing the gardens: 

• Wear comfortable walking shoes and stay on paths or walkways.  Not 
all gardens are handicap accessible. 

• Consider bringing bug spray, a hat, and water. 

• Make plans for children under 12 to enjoy other activities for the day.  
Leave strollers in the car and carry your infants. 

• Pets are not allowed. 

• Please respect the gardens.  Do not take cuttings or venture into areas 
that are off-limits. 

• Take pictures only where permissible. 

• No smoking, eating or dropping refuse in gardens. 

• Arrive no earlier than 10:00am and plan to depart the last garden by 
5:00pm. 

• Restrooms are only available at Garden 1, and at Sailfish Sands 
Restaurant & Bar which is across the street from Gardens 3 and 4.  

• Participation in the tour is at your own risk.  The Garden Club of Stuart, 
Inc. and garden owners assume no responsibility for accident or injury. 
 
 

Important Tips 
The maps on the back cover of this tour program will help you plan 
your route.  You may visit the gardens in any order you choose.  
Please follow any specific parking instructions from Volunteers. 

For today’s tour, there are four separate gardens.  Every plant 
identified by a number in this tour program corresponds to the same 
numbered marker in the garden where the plant is located.  By taking 
photos of other unusual plants you may notice today, we suggest you 
use a plant identification app on your phone to learn more about them.  
Hostesses and Master Gardeners are available to assist you during 
your visits.   

For your additional enjoyment, you’re welcome to watch Plein Air 
artists in the gardens as they paint to capture that perfect landscape 
scene. We also encourage you to patronize the local businesses 
featured in this tour program, whose generous donations helped 
make this event possible. 

If you have a “Secret Garden” you would like the committee to 
consider in two years, please let us know.  Thank you for attending 
this event and supporting The Garden Club of Stuart, Inc.  We know 
you have options and appreciate the time you have taken to visit! 
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Garden 1  
2700 SW Martin Highway, Palm City 

 
PALM CITY STARTING POINT – This enchanting property is your starting point to 

exchange your ticket and/or get your wristband from the PayPal list. There may be tickets 
available using PayPal or checks, no cash, for patrons who did not pre-purchase tickets. 

TOUR PARKING:  Ample parking.  Please follow instructions from Parking Attendants. 

Stroll through a serene setting with archways, statues and crepe jasmine 
scenting the air. The host is graciously offering parking, handicap access, 
beverages, and bathrooms. This garden displays plants that you can replicate 
in your own garden, as they are readily available at local garden centers. 
Saunter through meandering paths that beckon you to explore every turn 
through this relaxing venue.  Also enjoy the classic cars exhibited here. 

1.  Egyptian Star Flower, Pentas lanceolata.  
Bright colored blooms that are colorful and easy 
to grow as either an annual or perennial. Good 
as pollinators. It symbolizes love, chastity, 
protection and freedom.  
2.  Crown of Thorns, Euphorbia milii.  This 
plant has beautiful red, pink or yellow flowers 
with long thorns.  Some are bred without thorns. 
It is thought that the species was introduced to 
the Middle East in ancient times from 
Madagascar.  Associated with the crown-of-
thorns worn by Jesus Christ upon His crucifixion. 2 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Crown_of_thorns
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Crown_of_thorns
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Jesus
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Crucifixion_of_Jesus
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3.  Woodland Elaeocarpus, Elaeocarpus 
sylvestris.  Tree that grows cylindrical-
upright in a small footprint up to 49 feet.  It 
is often crafted into religious garlands.  It is 
easy to grow and has a pretty white flower.  
Sun loving. 
4.  Asiatic Jasmine, Trachelospermum 
asiaticum.  The large, white showy flowers 
have a wonderful fragrance. This 
groundcover can spread quickly and helps 
with soil erosion.  It is often used in 
Japanese gardens. 
5.  Slender Goldshower, Galphimia 
gracilis.  Shrub with bright yellow flowers 
that is easy to grow, drought tolerant and a 
prolific bloomer. 
6.  Ti plant, Cordyline fruticosa.  Vibrant 
pinks and purples make this a show-stopper 
in Florida gardens.  Different varieties make 
this a fun and easy plant to grow.  Ti plants 
have cultural significance in some Pacific Island traditions where they are 
associated with good luck and protection. 

7.  American Wisteria, Wisteria frutescens.  
Beautiful, fragrant violet flowers which act as 
pollinators.  This plant is from the United States and 
used by Native Americans.  Memorable blooms in 
late Spring and Summer.  Let’s hope it is in bloom! 
It symbolizes love, longevity and immortality. 
8.  Orchids, Orchidaceae.  There are many 
varieties of orchids growing in the trees. They are 
easy to grow and adapt well to Florida.  Ask the 
Master Gardeners if you have questions about how 
to grow them in your trees. 

5 

8 

1 
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Garden 2  
6055 SW Mapp Road, Palm City 

 
TOUR PARKING:  Ample parking.  Please follow instructions from Parking Attendants. 

 

This is an impressive compound! One owner collects classic cars, while his wife 
owns a successful commercial landscaping business. These gracious owners 
rarely open their estate to the public, but feel that The Garden Club of Stuart is 
a worthy cause. A circular driveway will display some of the getaway cars, 
including C1, C2 and C8 Corvettes ranging from 1959 to 2023, around a 
peaceful fountain with tall palms and other varieties of commercial landscaping. 
This sleek estate flows from the road to the river in Palm City. As you peruse 
the property, enjoy the music flowing from a unique truck that would be happy 
to roll down any parade route. There are also other undercover surprises 
awaiting you during your tour of this property!  A raffle for two original watercolor 
paintings will be held here.  

3 
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1.  Royal Palm, Roystonea regia.   
Majestic palm that can grow up to 
100 feet.  They are native to Florida 
and valued for their beauty and 
hurricane resistance. 

2.  Bird of Paradise, Strelitzia 
reginae.  A striking tropical plant with 
vibrant bird-like flowers and large 
banana-like leaves that thrives in 
warm climates. Research suggests 
that it has the potential to improve 
soil and reduce heavy metals. 

3.  Sabal Palm, Sabal palmetto. 
A hardy, fan-leaved evergreen with 
a thick trunk that is native to the 
southeastern United States. Also 
known as the cabbage palm, it is 
tolerant to salt, drought, and cold. 
It is the state tree of both Florida and 
South Carolina. 

4. Live Oak, Quercus virginiana. 
A massive, long-lived (350 years) 
evergreen tree with sprawling 
branches draped in Spanish moss. 
They are high-wind resistant and 
adaptable to sandy or limestone soil. 
Considered a hallmark Florida tree. 

1 

2 
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Raffle at 007 Garden 

 
  

Palma Siegle Original Watercolor Paintings 
In collaboration with the non-profit Hobe Sound Art League and The Garden Club of 
Stuart, we are offering a raffle on two stunning watercolors by the late Palma Siegle. 
Displayed at the 007 Garden location, these large, vibrant paintings of irises and orchids 
each measure 36” x 50” with frames. It is your chance to add one of these original 
watercolors to your current art collection, or begin a brand-new collection of your own! 

Raffle tickets may be purchased at the 007 Garden. 
Winning tickets will be drawn Saturday, March 21st at 5:00pm. 

Ticket price for Palma Siegle Watercolors – $10.00 each 
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Garden 3  
2045 SE St. Lucie Boulevard, Stuart 

 
STUART STARTING POINT – Starting across the street from either side of 
Martin County Sailfish Sands Restaurant & Bar, you will exchange your ticket 
and/or get your wristband from the PayPal list.  There may be tickets available 

using PayPal or checks, no cash, for patrons who did not pre-purchase tickets. 

TOUR PARKING:  Parking is available on the far south or north side of Martin County 
Sailfish Sands public golf course.  From there, you can easily walk to either Garden 3 
or Garden 4 as they are about one city block from each other.  Please avoid parking 
directly in front of Sailfish Sands Restaurant & Bar or the golf area.  Note: You may use 
the restrooms at Sailfish Sands, and even stop in for a tasty quick bite and beverage. 

The owner of this exceptional property is a commercial grower who admittedly 
says that if he sees something unusual, he has to have it!  Expect a strategically 
designed jungle complete with stone idols, reflection ponds and secret 

pathways.  As you enter, 
the road will meander thru 
the property and you will be 
enveloped by the oversized 
vegetation.  One might think 
you are in an Indiana Jones 
movie, so watch out for 
poisonous darts!  The 
jungle and deep shade 
transition to an oasis 
bathed in sunlight facing the 
Indian River.  Once thought 
to be extinct in 1965, the 
atala butterfly has made a 
comeback thanks to local 
Florida efforts, including 
this owner’s part, in helping 
to bring them back to the 
area. Growing coonties, 
their sole host plant in the 
garden, will promote the 
population. 
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1.  Golden Elephant Ear, Alocasia macrorrhizos ‘Lutea.’  Beautiful “Giant 
Taro” that has vivid chartreuse and yellow leaves.  Jurassic Park size. 

2.  Cohune Palm, Attalea 
cohune.  Large 80-foot palm 
with towering trunk and massive 
fronds.  It produces seeds that 
yield nutritious oil known as 
cohune oil, which is utilized in 
cooking and soap production. 
Slow growing. 
3.  Philodendron ‘Summer 
Glory.’  Rare, stunning hybrid 
that displays huge broad leaves 
with a reddish stem. 
4.  Philodendron Billietiae.  
Heart-shaped, medium, wavy-
ridged leaves with orange-yellow 
stems that work well in 
groupings. 
5.  Chinese Evergreen, 
Aglaonema ‘Wishes.’  Striking 
red and green leafed low 
growing plant that is used as a 
ground cover in this garden. 

1 

6 



11 

6.  Zebra Alocasia, 
Alocasia zebrina.  
Gorgeous large, arrow-
shaped leaves and 
distinctive striped stems. 
Reminds you that you 
should look over your 
shoulder for poisonous 
darts! 
7.  Marquesas Palm, 
Pelagodoxa henryana.  
Beautiful palm with large, 
undivided leaves with a 
silver underside that is 
critically endangered from 
French Polynesia.  It can 
grow up to 20 feet. 
8.  Gray Baby Tears, 
Pilea glauca.  Gray-
green, low-growing 
groundcover that creates 
a soothing mat. 
9.  Beaked Yucca, Yucca 
rostrata ‘Silver Select.’  
Spiky fun yucca with a 
spherical crown of narrow 
blue-gray leaves atop a single trunk.  Known as “the Queen of the Yuccas.” 
Located on the river side. 
10.  Dwarf Betel Nut Palm, Areca catechu ‘dwarf.’  Compact, single-trunk 
palm with emerald green foot-long leaves.  Located on the river side. 
11.  Narrow-Leafed Bird of Paradise, Strelitzia juncea.  Spiky narrow-leaf 
plant produces flowers resembling Bird of Paradise blooms.   Located on the 
river side. 

9 

5 
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Garden 4  
  1975 SE St. Lucie Boulevard, Stuart 

 

TOUR PARKING: 

Parking is available on the 
far south or north side of the 
Martin County Sailfish 
Sands public golf course.  
From there, you can easily 
walk to either Garden 3 or 
Garden 4 as they are about 
one city block from each 
other.  Please avoid parking 
directly in front of Sailfish 
Sands Restaurant & Bar or 
the golf area.  Note: You 
may use the restrooms at 
Sailfish Sands, and even 
stop in for a tasty quick bite 
and beverage. 

This whimsical estate is 
owned by a Master 
Gardener who loves a 
diverse variety of plants.  
Some of the trees were 
grown from seed, which is 
truly remarkable!  

Stroll through this property 
and see many unusual 
specimens such as the 
Ylang-ylang which is used 
to produce Chanel No. 5, an 
ornamental silk floss tree, 
and a stunning rainbow 
eucalyptus. This gardener 

loves quirky, and that adds to the fun of this garden.  Be amazed by the sheer 
number of different plants, and be sure to visit the back side of the property 
which faces the Indian River.  Please enjoy the classic cars, and look for our 
Silent Auction table in this garden. 

Starting on the left side of driveway: 

1. Rainbow Eucalyptus, Eucalyptus deglupta. A beautiful, fast-growing tree 
known for its bark color.  Can grow as tall as 200 feet and is somewhat brittle. 
This tree was started from seed six years ago by the homeowner’s son. 

1 
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2.  Orange Crush Jackfruit, 
Artocarpus heterophyllus.  The 
tree can reach heights of 80 feet. 
Fruit harvested from late Spring to 
Fall.  Fruits grow on the trunk and 
branches, enhancing their 
attractiveness.  Fruits can weigh 
up to thirty pounds. 
3.  Variegated Madagascar 
Jasime Vine, Stephanotis 
floribunda ‘Variegata.’  Produces 
fragrant white flowers along with 
its variegated leaves.  Makes a 
great house plant or outdoors on a 
trellis.  Likes bright, indirect light 
and well-drained soil. 
4.  Silk Floss Tree, Ceiba 
speciosa.  A statement tree with 
unique spiny thorns on its trunk 
and branches.  A deciduous tree, 
but produces beautiful pink or 
lavender flowers towards Fall. The 
floss from the tree was used for 
stuffing pillows and life jackets. 
5.  Philodendron ‘Jose Buono.’  Eye-catching plant with large striking 
leaves of deep green, and splashes of yellow.  Easy to care for and can grow 
indoors or out.  Prefers bright indirect light. 

2 

5 
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6.  Ylang-ylang, ‘Cananga 
odorata.’  Known for its very 
fragrant, star-shaped flowers which 
are used to produce essential oil 
for perfumes (like Chanel No 5).  
It’s evergreen, and blooms on and 
off throughout the year here. 
A quick grower which can reach 40 
to 60 feet. 
7.  Wild Lime, Zanthoxylum 
fagara.  A very spiny aromatic 
small tree.  A member of the citrus 
family but not a true lime.  
Provides food and cover for 
wildlife.  A crucial larval host for butterflies, especially the giant swallowtail. 
8.  Dancing Bones, Hatiora salicornioides.  A tropical epiphytic cactus with 
segmented, bottle-shaped stems that trail and produce small yellow-orange 
flowers.  Grows well indoors or out, in indirect light.  Does well in a hanging 
basket. 
9.  American Ocotillo, Fouquieria splendens.  A striking spiny succulent 
known for its upright stems and small leaves.  Full sun is required and can 
reach 20 feet. 
10.  Mona Lisa Lipstick, Aeschynanthus radicans ‘Mona Lisa.’  Known for 
its beautiful blooms and deep green leaves.  A graceful, draping plant that can 
be grown indoors or out.  Needs regular watering and abundant sunlight, but 
not full sun. 

6 

10 
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Silent Auction at Alice in Wonderland 

African Safari 
Zulu Nyala, West Africa 

(Two Packages Available) 
 

The Zulu Nyala Package Includes 
• 6 nights accommodation (classic room) for 2 people at Zulu Nyala 

Heritage Safari Lodge or Tented Safari Lodge 
• 3 meals per day (breakfast, lunch, dinner) 
• 2 game viewings per day on Zulu Nyala Game Reserve 

The Zulu Nyala Package Excludes 
• Airfare, airport transfer, drinks, laundry, 

extra excursions 

Terms & Conditions 
• Market value is $7,995 per couple 
• Minimum bid is $3,500 per couple 

(rates valid until 12/31/26) 
• 50% of the amount bid is payable within 

a month after the event or a penalty fee 
might apply for late payment 

• NO booking will be confirmed unless 
payment has been received from your 
organization 

• Trip is valid for 2 years from date 
of purchase 

• Trip is non-refundable 
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Gift Certificate 
Value: $100.00 

Coastal Blooms 
& More 

Coastal Blooms & More, LLC 
invites you to visit their new 

nursery location at: 

12360 SE Dixie Highway 
Hobe Sound, Florida 
Phone: 772-266-9145 

STARTING BID $50.00 

Gift Certificate –Value: Priceless! 
Jennifer A. Feltman 
At-Home Massage 

Professional massage therapist, Jennifer A. 
Feltman, has donated a wonderful experience of 
an at-home massage in your residence which will 
work wonders after a long morning in the garden!  

She’s located in the Stuart/Port St. Lucie area 
and will travel near those communities. 

 (sorry…not Vero Beach, 
Hobe Sound, or Palm Beach) 

STARTING BID $50.00 

Cigar Box Handbag 
Value $300.00 

This is an original cigar box handbag 
designed and made by Bonnie Stoeppelman 

– Sharpie Boxes. Each box is constructed 
with about 34 screws or nails. 

The photograph is of a Florida landscape, 
and won a design award with District X of the 

Florida Federation of Garden Clubs, Inc. 

STARTING BID $75.00 

 

Golden Elephant Ear, 
Alocasia macrorrhiza 
‘Lutea’ (15-gallon container) 

Generously donated by 
Pinder’s Nursery of Palm City. 
This gorgeous specimen is a 
striking addition to any garden. 
Prefers bright, indirect light, 
but can tolerate partial shade. 
Thrives in zones 8-11, and is 
considered to be a low 
maintenance plant. 

Featured at the Indiana Jones 
garden in Stuart. 

STARTING BID $150.00 

Silent Auction at Alice in Wonderland 
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FRANCIS J. DUCOIN, D.M.D., M.S. 
  

 PAST PRESIDENT 
 American Academy of Implant Dentistry 

SUSTAINING MEMBER 
American Academy of Cosmetic Dentistry 

8088 
 

  

808 SE Ocean Blvd.  ♦  Suite 1  ♦  Stuart FL 34994 
772-287-6159    772-287-6206 (fax) 

www.SmiledoctorS.com 
Center for Advanced Dentistry 

Judith Ann Just, Attorney, P.A. 
Office: 561-547-0549 

Fax: 561-420-6300 

Estate Planning & Administration 

Wills, Trusts, Power of Attorney, Probate 

Will Travel to Client 

1773 NE Lima Calle, Jensen Beach FL 34957 

Cell: 561-379-5372 

judithjust01@hotmail.com 
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The Garden Club of Stuart 
wishes to thank and 

acknowledge the businesses 
listed here for their help in 

selling tickets to the 
2026 Secret Gardens Tour 

41A SW Osceola Street 

Stuart FL 34994 
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Classic Cars 
 featured in the 2026 Secret Gardens Tour 

 
 

 
GARDEN 1 – Sound of Music 
This peaceful garden will display vehicles provided by the wonderfully 
generous Treasure Coast Classic Chevy Club! 
 

GARDEN 2 – 007 
There will be a sleek display of 20 Corvettes ranging from1959-2023. These include C1, C2 & C8 
Corvettes. In the event of rain, these will be housed in a warehouse on the property and viewable 
to ticket holders. Be sure to see this fantastic array of vehicles! 
 

GARDEN 3 – Indiana Jones 
At this garden look for the 1967 Jeepster Commando convertible in Indian ceramic red that will 
remind you of vehicles driven in Indiana Jones. Just a piece of trivia, Lucille Ball once zipped around 
in a similar vehicle.  
 

GARDEN 4 – Alice in Wonderland 
This whimsical garden will have an equally whimsical group of cars including a 1940 Ford Coupe 
in sierra gold, a 1949 Pontiac Catalina convertible in creamy yellow with an interesting air filter 
design, a 1954 Nash Healey convertible in silver, an Excalibur which is a showy car modeled after 
elegant and prestigious cars of the 1920s and 1930s, and finally a 1927 Ford Track Roadster in 
blue. The owner of this vehicle holds 3 speed records (one is still standing) with another car. Don 
Bigelow raced the gasoline carburetor car on the Bonneville Salt Flats in Utah at 324mph. Make 
sure you talk to each of these owners!  
 

 
The Garden Club of Stuart gratefully thanks the  

2026 Secret Garden property owners & hosts 
for welcoming tour visitors to their properties. 

 
We also thank our garden club members who played crucial 

roles in the success of this year’s Secret Gardens Tour: 
Committee Chair Bonnie Stoeppelman and Her Team 

The Executive Board 
Club Circles and Members at Large 

 
Additional special thanks to: 

             Sailfish Sands Restaurant & Bar       Martin County Master Gardeners 
                        Parking Attendants                                Plein Air Painters 
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GARDEN 1 

2700 SW Martin Highway, Palm City 
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6055 SW Mapp Road, Palm City 
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